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In Focus 

 From the Principal  
 

This year at RHS we have seen some 
outstanding results in the data that tracks 
both student learning and wellbeing. I 
know this is not something that has 
happened by chance. It is the result of the 
highly skilled, evidence-informed, 
committed work – day in and day out by 
RHS teachers and education support staff. I 
am very proud of the improvement journey 
Richmond High School is making and 
excited to continue to work together as a 
school community. 

 

  Year 12 Valedictory at the MCG 
 
Our Valedictory Dinner was held at the 
MCG on the 17th of 
October. It was a 
night full of warmth, 
laughter, joy and 
gratitude and was a 
beautiful celebration 
of the Graduating 
Class of 2025.  It was wonderful to see our 
RHS students, families, and staff come 
together to share stories, reconnect, and 
reflect on the amazing achievements of the 
student cohort. The resounding theme that 
came from the speeches students made 
was of thanks and gratitude to their 
teachers - for the care, teaching expertise 
and support they have received.   The 
evening really captured what makes 
Richmond High special; the diversity of our 
students and the creativity and intelligence 

they bring to everything they do. As our 
year 12's move on from RHS, we know 
they’ll continue making a difference in the 
world. We’re incredibly proud of who 
they’ve become and can’t wait to see what 
they do next. Congratulations to the class 
of 2025!  A special thank you to Mr Clark, 
Ms Good for their outstanding leadership 
and support they have provided this year.  
 

 Valedictory Awards 
 
I had the pleasure of presenting several 
awards at the valedictory. Firstly, to Philip 
H for the incredible contributions he has 
made to the RHS community. Philip 
dedicated hundreds of hours of his own 
time tutoring students from Years 7 to 12, 
helping them to achieve their best in a 
wide range of subjects. He has been an 
active member of the School Council, and 
has helped establish the STEM Club, 
Debating Club, Junior Maths Club, and 
English Language Club. Philip also proudly 
represented Richmond High School at the 
National Youth Science Forum, showing 
great initiative and passion for learning in 
science. His generosity, leadership, and 
commitment to helping others have made 
a lasting impact on our school. Philip also 
won the Hansen Scholarship from 
Melbourne University which recognises 
students who have demonstrated 
resilience and a commitment to support 
others. 

The second award recognised Ava A, for 
her outstanding contribution to increasing 

first nations perspectives and cultural 
awareness at Richmond High School. Ava is 
the first Indigenous student to graduate 
from RHS, and she has been a wonderful 
role model for younger students, sharing 
her knowledge and creating opportunities 
for others to learn and connect around first 
nations culture. Ava has helped to 
strengthen our school community through 
her involvement in NAIDOC Week 
celebrations and other cultural events, 
always promoting inclusion, 
understanding, and pride. Her contribution 
has enriched the experience of everyone at 
RHS. 

Maddie W achieved her academic 
excellence awards in recognition of 
achieving a perfect study score of 50 in her 
VCE Examination for History Revolutions 
and continuing to demonstrate academic 
excellence across her subjects.   

Jamie H- C was awarded the final award in 
recognition of achieving a perfect study 
score of 50 in his VCE Examination for 
Biology and continuing to demonstrate 
academic excellence across subjects. Jamie 
had also won the Tuckwell Scholarship at 
ANU in Canberra.  The prestigious Tuckwell 
Scholarship selects Scholars based on 
intellect, 
character, 
leadership. 
We wish the 
class of 2025 
much happiness 
and success for 
next year and 
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beyond.  Your intelligence, inclusiveness, 
and creativity have exemplified the very 
best of RHS.  
 

 Select Entry Accelerated Learning (SEAL) 
Program - Commencing 2027 
 
Following consultation with our School 
Council, RHS staff, parent subcommittee 
and students in the school improvement 
team, Richmond High School is excited to 
offer a Select Entry Accelerated Learning 
(SEAL) program starting in Year 7 2027. 
This program is an integral part of 
recognising and further supporting gifted 
and high ability students. The SEAL 
program will enhance the Richmond High 
School experience, allowing students to 
access the diversity and vibrancy of our 
progressive inner-city, co-educational 
school while learning in a class of like-
minded peers. From Years 7 to 10, SEAL 
students move through curriculum content 
at an accelerated pace, enabling deeper 
inquiry, creativity, and real-world 
application. By year 10, SEAL students 
undertake at least two early-start VCE 
subjects—often three—building advanced 
study habits and preparing for a rich, 
varied, and ambitious VCE pathway and 
beyond.  
 

 Chinese Sister School Partnership 

Richmond High School is currently in the 
process of confirming our first Sister School 
Partnership with Jiyang Wenshao High 
School in China.  We are excited about the 
opportunities our new Sister School 
partnership will provide our school and 
students.   Authentic intercultural 
experiences will further not only the 
Chinese language skills of our Enhanced 
Chinese Students but also develop global 
citizenship and intercultural skills for all our 
students.  I see great opportunities for 
intercultural collaboration between our 
students and our sister school students, 
especially in the areas of STEM, the 
Entrepreneurial Project and Language 
learning.   

 Enhanced Sporting Opportunities 

Through term 4 Our RHS students have 
embraced every opportunity to stay active 
and develop their sporting skills.  A 
highlight this term has been the 
outstanding initiative shown by our Year 10 
girls, who organised and ran a highly 
successful girls soccer competition. Their 
leadership, organisation, and dedication to 
creating opportunities for their peers 
exemplifies the sporting spirit we strive to 
foster at RHS.  
Looking ahead to 2026 we are excited 
about several key developments for SPORT 
at RHS next year. We are working closely 
with our parent community to further 
strengthen our sports programs leading 
into 2026 to support the coaching of our 
junior interschool teams. We are also very 
excited to announce the addition of Year 
10 Health and PE and with that addition 
will come senior student coaching of junior 
interschool sports.  

 
Richmond High School Chase Basketball 
Academy 2026 

Our collaboration with Chase Basketball 
continues into 2026. Our Richmond High 
School Chase Basketball Academy is an 
extra-curricular training program designed 
to enhance the basketball skills of athletes 
across all skill levels. Athletes will be 
assessed and divided into beginner, 
intermediate and advanced levels ensuring 
the ongoing enjoyment, progression, and 
development of every individual. The 
Richmond High School Basketball Academy 
will be conducted before school on two 
mornings applicable to students’ academy 
grouping, for 90 minutes per session.  If 
you are interested in joining our basketball 
academy, please follow the link below: 
https://chasebasketball.com.au/school-
academies/richmond-high-school-
basketball-academy/  
Whilst the main focus of the sessions will 
be on improving basketball skills, coaches 
will work with athletes to develop fitness, 
sportspersonship, teamwork, dedication, 
and a strong work ethic.  

Girls Only Chase Basketball Academy  

In 2026 we are pleased to be continuing to 
offer our girls only CHASE basketball 
academy which is open to all RHS girls as 
well as girls in grade 5 and 6 from our local 
primary schools.  In collaboration with 
Chase Basketball, Richmond High School is 
offering a heavily subsidised Girls Only 
basketball skills and training Academy for 
beginners to elite players. The Girls 
Academy will officially start in Term 1 on 
Tuesday 10 February mornings from 
7.30am — 8.30am, in the RHS gym at the 
Gleadell Street campus. You can book a 
spot in the RHS Girls Only Basketball 
Academy on the Chase Basketball Booking 
Calendar. 

https://chasebasketball.com.au/calendar/  

 2026 School Captains 
 

 

Following a selection process that 
showcased the exceptional talent within 
our Year 11 student cohort, I am delighted 
to introduce our 2026 School Captains. I 
know the great pride these students have 
in our school, and we look forward to 
working alongside them as they lead by 
example, inspire others and make a 
difference throughout 2026. 

School Captains: 

• Caitlin W 

• Cameron R 

Vice Captains: 

• Grace M 

• Oscar L 
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Best wishes to our school community for 
upcoming exams, our Early 
Commencement Program and remainder 
of term 4.  

Andrea Thompson 
Principal 

 
 Key dates coming up 

 
November 

• 11th School Council Meeting 
Remembrance Day Service 

• 17th VCE Unit 1 & 2 Exams 
commence – classes for year 10 
& 11 end 

• 19th Music Soiree - Picnic Concert 

• 20th 2026 Year 7 Orientation Day  
Year 7 Bilingual Humanities – 
Hellenic Museum Excursion 

• 26th Year 7 Melbourne Zoo 
Excursion 

• 27th 9B Drama Production 
Year 8 Bilingual Humanities – 
Immigration Museum Excursion 

 
December 

• 1st – 5th Early Commencement 
Program 

• 2nd Academic Excellence Awards 
Evening 

• 5th Executive & Finance Meeting 
End of classes for Years 10 & 11 

• 8th Pupil Free Day for report 
writing 

• 9th Activities Week for Years 7 – 9 
Statewide 2026 Year 7 
Orientation Program 
School Council 
Year 7 & 8 Gumbaya World 
Excursion 

• 10th – 12th Year 9 Camp 

• 19th End of term 4 
 

 

 

 

 About us 

 

Richmond High School is a bespoke, multi-
level co-educational learning space created 
to serve the local community. We are 
welcoming and inclusive, embracing 
difference and diversity in its many forms. 
We offer a strong academic focus that 
encourages creativity and original thinking. 

We have high expectations of our students, 
balanced by care and support whenever it 
is needed. We hope to equip the students 
in our care for an ever-changing world, 
encouraging them to embrace learning for 
life and the desire to make a difference. 

 
 Contact 
 
Richmond High School, 

4 Griffiths Street, Richmond, 3121 

Post Office Box 201, Richmond, 3121 

richmond.hs@education.vic.gov.au 

www.rhs.vic.edu.au 

Telephone: 8396 6399 

 

 Respectful acknowledgment 

Our school is located on the land of the 
Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation; we pay 
our respects to them. They are the Traditional 
Custodians of our Land. 

We would also like to pay respect to the Elders 
both past and present of the Kulin Nation and 
extend that respect to other Indigenous 
Australians. 

As a school, we aim to embrace difference in its 
many forms. In culture, gender and religion. We 
ask you to respect everyone, yourself included.  
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