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In Focus 

From the Principal  
 
 Ainger Peck Public Speaking 
Competition – The RHS Edge. 
 
You may have seen on our Instagram about 
our RHS students winning the Ainger Peck 
Public Speaking competition at Melbourne 
Girls College where Zahara P-M being 
crowned the overall winner and Elodie D-G 
and Oliver G placing second and third.   
 

 
 
I wanted to share some insights into what 
gave our RHS students the winning edge.  
 
Richmond High School speeches were 
technically proficient and would have 
scored highly on a classroom rubric, but 
what made them stand out was original 
thinking, critical thinking and creativity. The 
speeches were also deeply human.  

 
 
Our RHS students chose authentic and 
interesting topics rather than retreating to  
stock-standard persuasive issues, and 
instead of defaulting to the conventional 
introduction-body-conclusion structure, 
they embraced more inventive approaches: 
narrative storytelling, philosophical 
framing, hypothetical scenarios. They also 
spoke with infectious passion.  
 
 
This points to something RHS teachers are 
quietly, but intentionally instilling in our 
students: 
 

• By immersing students in a 
diverse, pluralistic environment 
and helping them learn to 
navigate differences reflected in 
the world around them, RHS 
teachers show students how to 
communicate effectively across 
different classes, religious, 
gender, and cultural 
backgrounds. Our teachers help 
our students understand the 
common threads that unite 
everybody, no matter their 
background, and how to appeal to 
those universal human qualities. 
Students are explicitly  
taught that leadership is about 
being a force for good.  
 
 
 

 
 

• The confidence to be themselves. 
RHS fosters a school culture that 
values individuality and self-
belief. Teachers encourage 
students to develop their own 
voice and express their original 
perspectives with passion, 
confidence, and creative flair. 
 

• Knowing the rules well enough to 
break them.  High-quality 
teaching at RHS gives students a 
firm grasp of the fundamentals 
before inviting them to 
experiment, push beyond 
prescribed structures, and apply 
their skills to the complex, messy 
realities of the world. Learning at 
RHS goes beyond the classroom 
where we help students 
understand the rules so they can 
ultimately break them with 
purpose, confidence and 
creativity. 

 
 
 
Retaining the Public Speaking trophy for a 
third consecutive year brought me great 
joy, as did seeing two new year 7’s enter the 
contest.  The only Year 7’s to participate 
were from RHS and I love that they had the 
confidence to step up and take part. I look 
forward to seeing their names on the trophy 
in the years to come.  
 

https://www.facebook.com/richmondhighschoolmelbourne
https://www.facebook.com/richmondhighschoolmelbourne
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  New Year 9 Stem Project - Semester 2 
 
We As part of last year's review and 
refinement of the Year 9 Program, we have 
brought the Entrepreneurial Project into 
the Humanities curriculum and introduced 
a new STEM project, which will launch in 
Semester 2.  
 
To quote Mr Breeze, “Our RHS graduates 
are entering a world of rapid and complex 
technological change. Advances in AI have 
brought sweeping changes to the nature of 
work, and this continues to reshape the 
skills and knowledge valued across the 
STEM industry. Whilst proficiency in 
scientific and technical disciplines remains 
essential, the rise of technology-driven 
automation has placed a greater premium 
on critical and creative thinking. 
Understanding technology is no longer 
sufficient - our students must also 
understand its limitations, and how it can be 
thoughtfully applied to solve real human 
problems.” 
 

 
Our new Year 9 STEM Project will prepare 
students to meet this challenge. Following 
the principles of design thinking, students 
will first identify and analyse a real-world, 
small-scale problem within our school 
community, before generating a diverse 
range of creative solutions employing the 
Arduino electronics platform. They will then 
apply their understanding of electric 
circuits, electronic hardware, and 
programming to build, iterate, and test a 
working prototype. Whilst these technical 
skills will form a core part of the curriculum, 
the distinguishing feature of high-quality  

 
 
 
student work will be an ability to empathise 
with end users, respond effectively to client  
feedback, and communicate a technical 
design to a non-technical audience. 
 

 
 
In preparation for the STEM project, last 
Friday, Year 9 students participated in an 
incursion introducing them to the principles 
of design thinking and exploring the 
relationship between human senses and 
technological sensors. This culminated in 
students designing, building, and testing a 
small-scale aqueduct under significant time  
and resource constraints, drawing lessons 
they will carry directly into their upcoming 
project. We look forward to the creative 
solutions of this highly capable and 
enthusiastic cohort, and how the STEM 
Project will prepare them, and future 
students, to make a difference in an 
increasingly complex world. 
 
 
 Enhanced Chinese Program - Incursion 
 
Following In Week 3, our Chinese ECP 
students were incredibly fortunate to host 
Professor Andrew Scrimgeour, an academic 
from South Australia, for two insightful 
sessions on the Chinese writing system. 
During these workshops, students took a 
deep dive into the unique characteristics of 
Chinese characters, learning how to 
deconstruct them into their fundamental 
components and structures. 
 
 

 
 
 
By mastering these "building blocks," 
students have developed more effective  
strategies for analysing and memorising 
complex character forms. The feedback 
from the sessions was overwhelmingly 
positive, with many students finding the 
experience both fascinating and highly 
practical. Our students are already looking  
forward to the possibility of future 
workshops with Andrew to continue their 
linguistic journey. 
 
 
 

 
 
 RHS students commended for Support 
of Yarra Primary School Cross Country 
 
Our Year Recently some of our RHS students 
supported Yarra Primary School at Primary 
School’s District Cross Country.  I have 
pasted below the email we received from 
the Yarra PS PE leader commending our 
students.  
 
“Your RHS students were all exceptional and 
ensured the event was a huge success. They 
were really caring towards the younger 
students, helpful with directing where to go, 
handing out ribbons and running out in front 
as the race leader.  A big effort from all 
involved so please pass on our 
appreciation.   I have had some emails come 
through from some of our parents 
commending the maturity of the Richmond 
High students and they wanted to pass on 
their thanks as well.” 
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Our RHS students are thriving - winning 
speaking competitions, engaging in 
innovative programs that prepare them for 
a 21st-century global world, and embodying 
our school values through partnerships with 
local primary schools. What we see each 
day is excellence in action, and it is this that 
further positions RHS as the local school of 
choice in Richmond. 
 
Best wishes, for a great weekend.  
 
Andrea Thompson 
Principal 

 
 
 Key Dates  
 
June  
 

• 9th  VCE/Senior School Family 
Information Night 

• 12th  Student Free Day – 
Assessment Reporting 

• 16th  GAT Day for unit 3 / 4 
students 

• 17th – 19th  Year 10 Surf Camp 
• 24th  Semester Reports Released 

to families 
• 26th  Last day of Term 2 (all 

students finish at 2:30 p.m.) 

 

 About us 
 

Richmond High School is a bespoke, multi-
level co-educational learning space created 
to serve the local community. We are 
welcoming and inclusive, embracing 
difference and diversity in its many forms.  
We offer a strong academic focus that 
encourages creativity and original thinking. 
We have high expectations of our students,  
balanced by care and support whenever it is 
needed. We hope to equip the students in 
our care for an ever-changing world, 
encouraging them to embrace learning for 
life and the desire to make a difference. 

 
 Contact 
 

Richmond High School, 
4 Griffiths Street, Richmond, 3121 
Post Office Box 201, Richmond, 3121 
richmond.hs@education.vic.gov.au 
www.rhs.vic.edu.au 
Telephone: 8396 6399 
 

 

 Respectful acknowledgment 
 
Our school is located on the land of the 
Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation; we 
pay our respects to them. They are the 
Traditional Custodians of our Land. 
We would also like to pay respect to the 
Elders both past and present of the Kulin 
Nation and extend that respect to other 
Indigenous Australians. 
As a school, we aim to embrace difference 
in its many forms. In culture, gender and 
religion. We ask you to respect everyone, 
yourself included.  
 

 

mailto:richmond.hs@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.rhs.vic.edu.au/

